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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Year  1951. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 

THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  first  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  and  vital  statistics  of  the  Wre.xhain  Rural  District 
for  the  year  ending  31-12-51. 

During  the  year,  three  Medical  Officers  held  the  position 
of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  this  District  in  sequence. 
Dr.  T.  P.  Edwards  ended  his  long  tenure  of  office  on  the  30th 
June,  1951,  after  28  years  service  with  this  Council,  during  which 
time  he  built  up  a very  efficient  Health  Department.  He  was 
followed  by  Dr.  Stanley  Ball,  who  commenced  duties  on  the 
1st  July,  but  only  stayed  until  31st  October,  when  he  resigned 
to  take  up  another  appointment.  On  1st  November,  I commenced 
duties  in  a temporary  capacity  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

It  was  during  the  year  1951  that  Section  111  if  the  Local 
Government  Act,  1933,  was  implemented  in  Denbighshire, 
whereby  the  Wrexham  R.D.C.,  the  Ceiriog  R.D.C.  and  the  Llan- 
gollen U.D.C.  were  combined  to  form  Eastern  No.  1 District  of 
the  County  of  Denbigh,  under  a full  time  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  Dr.  Stanley  Ball  was  the  first  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
to  be  appointed  to  this  office. 

The  year  1951  was  also  important  from  the  fact  that  the 
census  was  taken  and  accurate  figures  for  the  population  made 
available,  which  are  absolutely  essential  if  the  statistics  relating 
to  the  district  are  to  be  accurate.  This  census  was  long  overdue 
as  the  previous  one  was  held  in  1931,  20  years  ago. 

The  census  figures  published  show  the  population  of  the 
Wrexham  Rural  District  to  be  62,623,  which  is  slightly  more 
than  the  estimated  population,  which  came  to  62,510,  and  shows 
that  the  estimated  population  figures  can  come  near  the  mark. 

During  the  year  there  was  a decrease  in  the  number  of 
births,  resulting  in  a lower  birth  rate  than  for  1950,  whereas 
there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths,  with  cor- 
responding increase  in  the  death  rate  as  compared  to  the  previous 
year.  However,  the  number  of  infantile  deaths  diminished, 
which  is  a very  satisfactory  feature. 


The  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  was  less 
than  in  1950,  and  whereas  there  were  31  cases  of  Infantile  Paralysis 
in  1950,  there  were  none  in  1951.  Pneumonia  notifications 
showed  the  only  increase  of  any  note,  which  was  during  the 
same  period  as  an  epidemic  of  influenza  occurred  in  the  spring 
of  1950  and  caused  a heavy  toll  of  life  among  old  people. 
The  battle  against  Tuberculosis  still  goes  on  and  progress  is 
undoubtedly  being  made.  New  methods  of  prevention  and 
treatment  should  eventually  show  concrete  results.  The  number 
of  cases  notified  was  71  as  compared  with  73  in  1950. 

Housing  still  presents  one  of  the  greatest  problems  to  be 
dealt  with  and  although  many  Council  Houses  have  been  built, 
the  demand  still  far  exceeds  the  supply.  Many  people  are  living 
in  overcrowded  and  unsatisfactory  conditions  and  every  effort 
must  be  made  to  overcome  this  state  of  affairs.  The  problem 
is,  however,  a national  one,  and  can  only  be  successfully  dealt 
with  at  this  level. 

Finally  I should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  this  Council  for  the  kindness  and  consideration  shown  to  me 
as  their  new  Medical  Officer. 

I should  also  like  to  acknowledge  the  ready  co-operation 
of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  his  staff  and  for  the  efficient 
manner  in  which  they  carry  out  their  duties. 

I have  also  to  thank  my  two  lady  clerks,  who  have  been  of 
great  assistance  in  preparing  this  report. 

I would  also  pay  a tribute  to  the  assistance  and  advice 
that  I have  received  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  Mr.  Trevor  L. 
Williams,  and  also  from  the  Chief  Officials,  their  Deputies  and 
Staffs. 

I have  the  honour  to  be.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  KENRICK  HUGHES,' M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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72,370 


1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (in  acres)  ... 

Population,  R.G.’s  Estimate,  19.71.  Mid-Annual,  in- 


cluding Non-Civilian  ...  ...  ...  62, .710 

Population  Density  per  acre  ...  ...  ...  0.80 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  ....  ...  18,102 

Number  of  Inhabited  Council  Houses  ...  ...  4,0.77 

Sum  represented  by  a Id.  rate,  19.70 — -19.71  ...  /742  7s.  lid. 

Rateable  value  1950—19.71  ...  ...  ...  ^06,074 


2.  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Comparability  Factor.  1.05  (Births).  1.03  (Deaths). 


LIVE  BIRTHS. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

499 

438 

937 

Illegitimate 

18 

24 

42 

Total  ... 

517 

402 

979 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  Population.  Crude- 

-15.06. 

Adjusted — 

-10.44 

England  and  Wales — ^15.5 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

M. 

F. 

T oial 

Legitimate 

21 

12 

33 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

21 

12 

33 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  Total  Births- 

—33.7 

' Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  Population  - 

— 0.53 

England  and  Wales 

— 0.36 

TOTAL  BIRTHS  (LIVE  AND  STILL). 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate 

520 

450 

970 

Illegitimate 

18 

24 

42 

Total  ... 

538 

474 

1012 

DEATHS. 

M. 

F. 

T olal 

483 

446 

929 

Death  Rate  per  1000  Popidation,  Crude— 

-14.86. 

Adjusted — 

-15.3 

England  and  Wales — 12.5 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  F.  Total 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ...  2 2 


Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  Total  Births  (Live  and  Still) — 1.98 

England  and  Wales^ — -0.79 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate 

...  ...  22 

22 

44 

Illegitimate 

1 

— , 

1 

Total  ...  23 

22 

45 

4 


Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (per  1000  Live  Births)  ...  ...  45.0 

England  and  Wales  ...  20.(1 

Male  Legitimate  I.M.R.  per  1000  male  legitimate  births  ...  44.08 

Female  Legitimate  I.M.R.  per  1000  female  legitimate  births  .50.23 
Male  Illegitimate  I.M.R.  per  1000  male  illegitimate  births  55.5 
Female  Illegitimate  I.M.R.  per  1000  female  illegitimate 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Total  Legitimate  I.M.R.  per  1000  Legitimate  Births  ...  4(1.05 

Total  Illegitimate  I.M.R.  per  1000  Illegitimate  births  ...  23.80 


WREXHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

1951. 

TABLE  1. 


Parish ' 

A creage 

Number  of 
Houses 
1951* 

Population 

[Estim.) 

Density  of 
Population 
per  acre 

Rateable 

Value, 

Abenbury 

1717 

100 

308 

0.18 

1 

8307 

Allington 

3578 

428 

1428 

0.39 

5782 

Bersham 

1784 

1280 

4330 

2.43 

10,929 

Bieston 

1083 

52 

193 

0.11 

1580 

Broughton 

1089 

1924 

0788 

0.23 

10,529 

Brymbo 

2543 

1188 

4138 

1.02 

11,009 

Burton 

2809 

213 

771 

0.27 

3414 

Cefn 

1870 

1900 

0459 

3.44 

22,319 

Erbistock 

2919 

131 

454 

0.15 

1050 

Erddig 

287 

9 

40 

0.14 

450 

Esc.  Above 

3953 

100 

485 

0.12 

.3488 

Esc.  Below 

1040 

742 

2082 

1.03 

9075 

Gresford 

1099 

480 

1537 

1.39 

8180 

Gwersyllt 

2103 

1745 

0148 

2.92 

10,983 

Holt  

2912 

.325 

1094 

0.37 

3105 

Isycoed 

3532 

92 

410 

0.12 

3814 

Llan.  Rural  ... 

0053 

704 

2500 

0.20 

8140 

Llantysilio 

51  ()3 

100 

590 

0.11 

208.3 

Llay  ... 

2251 

905 

3511 

1.50 

13,.347 

Marchwiel 

3380 

220 

020 

0.18 

.3340 

Minera 

1393 

387 

1202 

0.80 

3007 

Penycae 

4094 

007 

2181 

0.40 

4903 

Rhos  ... 

1441 

3252 

10,940 

7.59 

29,251 

Ruabon 

5900 

890 

3302 

0.55 

12,101 

Sesswick 

2590 

85 

315 

0.12 

1830 

Total  ... 

72,370 

18,102 

02,510 

0.80 

200,074 

* Includes  temporary  houses  and  flats. 

Product  of  Id.  Rate,  19.50— 1051— ;^742  7s.  lid. 
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TABLE  2 


ANALYSIS  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Parish 

Es- 

tim- 

ated 

Pop. 

Births 

Birth 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Pop. 

Dths 

Death 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Pop. 

Dths 

un- 

der 

one 

year 

Ivft. 
M ort. 
Rate 
per 
1000 
births 

Dths 

from 

Tu- 

ber 

cul- 

osis 

M. 

F. 

Tot. 

Abenbury 

308 

7 

4 

11 

35.7 

2 

6.49 

Allington 

1428 

9 

10 

19 

13.3 

28 

19.6 

1 

52.6 

Bersham 

433G 

30 

37 

67 

15.5 

65 

14.9 

3 

44.8 

Bieston  ... 

193 

1 

1 

5 2 

2 

10  4 

Broughton 

6788 

66 

42 

108 

15.9 

95 

13.9 

8 

74.0 

2 

Brymbo  ... 

4138 

36 

22 

58 

14.0 

70 

16.9 

9 

34.5 

1 

Burton  ... 

771 

4 

3 

7 

9.1 

7 

9.1 

2 

285.7 

1 

Cefn 

6459 

46 

53 

99 

15.3 

108 

16.7 

6 

60.6 

3 

Erbistock 

454 

3 

O 

O 

6 

13.2 

4 

8.8 

1 

166.6 

Erddig  ... 

40 

1 

25  0 

Esc.  Above 

485 

1 

3 

4 

8 2 

3 

6.2 

Esc.  Below 

2682 

23 

20 

43 

16.0 

34 

12.7 

2 

46.5 

Gres  ford 

1537 

3 

13 

16 

10  4 

24 

15.6 

Gwersyllt 

6148 

46 

54 

100 

16.3 

82 

13.3 

2 

20.0 

3 

Holt 

1094 

10 

6 

16 

14  6 

18 

16  4 

Isycoed  ... 

416 

6 

6 

12 

28  8 

1 

2.4 

Elan.  R.  ... 

2566 

11 

8 

19 

7.4 

44 

17.1 

2 

105.3 

Elantysilio 

590 

1 

1 

1.7 

8 

13.6 

1 

Elay 

3511 

49 

38 

87 

21.9 

37 

10.5 

3 

34.5 

1 

ATnrrhwip] 

620 

9 

3 

12 

19  4 

10 

16  1 

Minera  ... 

1202 

8 

8 

16 

13.3 

27 

22.5 

1 

62.5 

Pcnycae  ... 

2181 

24 

20 

44 

20,2 

37 

16.9 

3 

68.2 

Khos 

10,946 

84 

81 

165 

15.0 

167 

15.3 

6 

36.4 

Ruabon 

3302 

40 

22 

62 

18.8 

50 

1 5. 1 

3 

48.4 

Scsswick 

315 

1 

5 

6 

10.0 

5 

15.9 

Total  ... 

62,510 

517 

462 

979 

15.66 

929 

14.86 

45 

45.9 

12 
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TABLE  3 


BIRTHS. 


Parish 

BIRTHS 

BIRTHS 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Abcnbury 

7 

4 

11 

Allington 

8 

10 

1 

19 

Bersham 

30 

35 

2 

07 

Bieston 

1 

1 

Broughton 

03 

40 

3 

2 

108 

Brymbo 

30 

18 

4 

58 

Burton 

4 

3 

7 

Cefn 

44 

50 

2 

3 

99 

Erbistock 

3 

3 

0 

Erddig 

Esclushani  Above 

1 

3 

4 

Esclusham  Below 

22 

19 

1 

1 

43 

Gresford 

3 

12 

1 

10 

Gwersyllt 

44 

51 

2 

3 

100 

Holt 

9 

0 

1 

10 

Isycoed 

0 

0 

12 

Llangollen  Rural 

11 

8 

19 

Llantysilio 

1 

1 

Llay 

47 

30 

2 

2 

87 

Marchwiel 

9 

3 

12 

Minera 

8 

8 

10 

Penycac 

23 

19 

1 

1 

44 

Rhos 

81 

77 

3 

4 

105 

Ruabon 

38 

21 

2 

1 

02 

Sesswick 

1 

5 

0 

Total 

499 

438 

18 

24 

979 

i 


TABLE  4, 


DEATHS. 


Parish 

DEATHS 

Deaths  under 
1 year  of  age. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Abenbury 

1 

1 

2 

Allington 

10 

17 

1 

28 

Bersham 

33 

20 

1 

2 

05 

Bieston 

1 

1 

2 

Broughton 

41 

40 

5 

3 

05 

Brymbo 

37 

31 

1 

1 

70 

Burton 

4 

1 

1 

1 

7 

Cefn 

57 

45 

4 

2 

108 

Krbisfor.k 

3 

1 

4 

Erddig 

1 

1 

Esclusham  Above 

1 

2 

3 

Esclusham  Below 

17 

15 

2 

34 

Crresforrl 

10 

14 

24 

Gwersyllt 

40 

31 

1 

1 

82 

Holt 

7 

11 

18 

Isycoed 

1 

1 

Llangollen  Rural 

18 

24 

2 

44 

Llantysilio 

2 

0 

8 

Llay 

20 

14 

3 

37 

4 

0 

10 

Minera 

14 

12 

1 

27 

Penycae 

10 

18 

2 

1 

37 

Rhos 

00 

71 

1 

5 

107 

Ruabon 

23 

24 

3 

50 

Sesswick 

1 

4 

5 

Total 

400 

424 

23 

22 

920 
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POPULATION  OF  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

During  1951,  the  first  census  for  20  years  was  held,  and 
the  total  population  of  the  Wrexham  Rural  District  was  found 
to  be  62,623,  whereas  the  estimated  population  was  given  as 
62,510,  so  that  there  has  been  an  increase  of  113  more  than  the 
estimate  and  the  population  is  up  by  343  over  last  year. 

COMPARABILITY  FACTORS. 

These  figures  are  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  and 
enable  the  crude  birth  rate  and  death  rate  to  be  adjusted  for 
more  accurate  comparison  with  other  areas.  The  figure  for 
adjusting  the  birth  rate  was  1.05  and  1.03  for  adjusting  the 
death  rate. 

BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  during  the  year  was 
979,  which  is  73  less  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  total  number 
of  births  has  now  shown  a steady  fall  each  year  since  the  end 
of  the  war  and  is  the  general  tendency  all  over  the  country. 
If  this  can  be  attributed  to  family  planning,  it  can  be  considered 
a good  thing,  for  then  we  can  hope  for  quality  and  not  quantity 
in  our  child  population. 

There  were  42  illegitimate  births  included  in  the  above 
total  as  compared  with  40  in  1950. 

Male  births  exceeded  the  female  births  by  55.  The  number 
of  births  occuring  in  Hospitals  and  Nursing  Homes  is  almost 
twice  the  number  occuring  in  their  own  homes,  as  is  shown  by 
the  fact  that  488  were  born  at  Trevalyn  and  171  in  other  hospitals 
and  nursing  homes,  while  320  were  born  in  their  own  homes. 

This  can  be  explained  by  the  fact  that  mothers  get  a complete 
rest  from  household  worries  and  duties  while  in  hospital,  where 
everything  is  free.  This  tendency  might  be  reversed  if  mothers 
were  encouraged  to  have  their  confinements  at  home  in  normal 
cases,  by  the  offer  of  a little  more  financial  aid  from  the  State 
and  so  save  hospital  accommodation,  while  at  the  same  time 
making  fuller  use  of  the  domiciliary  facilities  provided  by  the 
family  doctor  and  the  mid-wife. 

BIRTH  RATE. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  for  1951  is  16.44  as  compared  with 
18.08  in  1950.  The  figure  for  England  and  Wales  was  15.5  so 
that  the  rate  for  the  Wrexham  Rural  District  is  higher  than  that 
of  the  country  as  a whole. 

Table  2 shows  the  number  of  births  occuring  in  each  parish 
with  corresponding  birth  rates.  Where  the  population  is  small 
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very  high  rates  may  occur  when  tlie  number  of  births  may  be 
few.  ft  will  be  noticed  that  whereas  10  parishes  had  birth 
rates  higher  than  the  Rural  District  as  a whole,  15  were  below. 

Of  the  industrial  areas,  Llay  had  the  highest  birth  rate, 
being  21.9,  while  of  the  agricultural  areas,  Abenbury  headed 
the  list  with  a birth  rate  of  35.7. 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  still  births  that  occurred  during  the  year 
was  33  as  compared  with  50  in  1950. 

There  were  no  illegitimate  still  births  during  the  year. 

STILL  BIRTH  RATE. 

The  still  birth  rate  per  1000  of  the  population  is  0.53  as 
compared  with  0.80  in  1950,  and  shows  a satisfactory  decline. 
The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  0.36.  The  still  birth  rate 
per  1000  total  births,  live  and  still,  is  33.7  as  compared  with 
45.3  in  1950  and  is  almost  back  to  the  1949  figure  of  33.5. 

DEATHS. 

There  were  929  deaths  registered  in  1951  as  compared 
with  813  deaths  in  1950.  This  shows  an  increase  of  116  deaths 
over  the  1950  figure.  In  recent  years  there  has  been  a gradual 
increase  in  the  number  of  deaths.  In  1948  there  were  672  deaths, 
and  in  1949  there  were  749,  thus  compared  with  1948  the  number 
of  deaths  has  increased  by  257. 

Of  the  929  deaths,  483  were  males  and  446  females.  Table 
6 shows  the  number  of  persons  of  both  sexes  who  have  died 
from  the  various  causes  of  death.  The  main  causes  of  death 
can  readily  be  seen  to  be  heart  disease  298  ; cerebral  haemorrhage 
and  thrombosis  126  ; and  malignant  diseases  107. 

Table  2 gives  the  number  of  deaths  that  have  occurred 
in  each  parish  with  the  corresponding  death  rates.  14  parishes 
had  a death  rate  higher  than  the  Rural  District  as  a whole,  while 
11  parishes  had  death  rates  below. 

One  death  occuring  in  Erddig,  with  a population  of  40, 
caused  this  parish  to  have  the  highest  death  rate,  while  Isycoed 
with  one  death  in  a population  of  416  had  the  lowest. 

DEATH  RATE. 

The  total  adjusted  death  rate  for  the  year  was  15.3  as 
compared  with  12.58  for  1950.  The  figure  for  England  and 
Wales  was  12.5,  so  that  the  rate  for  the  Rural  District  is  higher 
than  that  of  the  country  as  a whole. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

Infantile  Mortality  refers  to  deaths  among  children  below 
the  age  of  12  months.  Of  the  920  total  deaths  that  occurred, 
there  were  45  infantile  deaths  as  compared  with  53  in  1950. 
This  figure  is  the  lowest  in  the  Rural  District  for  some  years. 
Of  these,  23  were  males  and  22  females.  There  were  44  deaths 
among  legitimate  and  one  death  among  illegitimate  infants. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  thousand  live  births  for 
1951  was  45.9  as  compared  with  50.4  in  1950,  so  that  there  was 
a welcome  reduction  this  year,  but  the  rate  is  still  above  that 
for  1949,  when  it  was  42.5,  which  leaves  room  for  considerable 
improvement.  This  is  particularly  noticeable  when  compared 
with  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  which  is  29.6. 

It  will  be  noticed  from  Table  2,  that  particularly  high 
Infantile  Mortality  Rates  prevailed  in  the  Burton,  Llangollen 
Rural  and  Erbistock  parishes.  No  particular  significance  should 
be  attached  to  these  as  the  high  rates  were  due  to  one,  or  at  most, 
two  deaths,  occuring  in  areas  of  small  population  and  low  number 
of  births,  and  does  not  indicate  a large  number  of  infant  deaths. 

DEATHS  FROM  MALIGNANT  DISEASES. 

There  were  107  deaths  from  Malignant  Diseases  during 
1951  as  compared  with  118  in  1950.  Of  these  56  were  males 
and  51  females.  The  localities  of  the  body  affected  are  shown 
in  the  following  table. 

Deaths  from  Malignant  Diseases. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus  (M)  ; 
uterus  (F) 

5 

5 

Stomach  and  duodcnus 

ii 

15 

20 

Breast 

!) 

9 

.‘Ml  other  Sites 

4.') 

22 

07 

Total 

50 

51 

107 

For  some  unknown  reason,  the  incidence  of  cancer  in  the 
stomach  has  been  observed  to  be  high  in  North  Wales  as  compared 
to  other  parts  of  England  and  Wales,  and  it  is  noted  that  there 
were  26  deaths  from  this  cause  in  the  Rural  District. 
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TABLE  5 


BIRTHS  AT  TREVALYN  MATERNITY  HOSPITAL 

DURING  1951. 


Parishes 

Total 

Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Tot. 

Legit. 

lllegit. 

Legit. 

lllegit. 

Legit. 

lllegit. 

Abenbury  ... 

11 

6 

1 

7 

7 

AlJington  ... 

19 

6 

7 

13 

13 

67 

14 

17 

31 

31 

Rieston 

1 

Broughton  ... 

108 

26 

13 

1 

39 

1 

40 

Brymbo 

58 

16 

8 

4 

24 

4 

28 

Rnrton 

7 

4 

3 

7 

7 

Cefn 

99 

27 

2 

26 

2 

53 

4 

57 

Krbifitor.k  ... 

6 

2 

2 

2 

Erddig 

R<^r.  Above 

4 

2 

2 

4 

• 4 

Rcir.  Relow 

43 

9 

10 

19 

19 

Gresford 

16 

3 

8 

1 

11 

1 

12 

Gwersyllt  ... 

100 

18 

1 

19 

37 

1 

38 

Holt 

16 

3 

3 

6 

6 

12 

5 

5 

10 

10 

T.lnn  Rnrnl 

19 

7 

5 

12 

12 

Llantysilio  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Llay 

87 

29 

2 

19 

48 

2 

50 

Mnrr.hwiel  ... 

12 

4 

3 

7 

7 

Minern 

16 

4 

6 

10 

10 

Penycae 

44 

9 

9 

18 

18 

Rhos; 

165 

37 

35 

72 

72 

62 

26 

14 

40 

40 

Sesswick 

6 

1 

3 

4 

4 

Total  R.D. 

Births 

979 

256 

5 

219 

8 

475 

13 

488 

Outward 

transferable 

Births 

204 

7 

185 

10 

389 

17 

406 

Grand  Total 

979 

460 

12 

404 

18 

[ 864 

30 

894 

12 


TABLE  6. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Causes  of  Death 

All  Ages 

Total 

M ales 

Females 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

4 

6 

10 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

2 

2 

.3.  Syphilitic  disease 

2 

2 

4.  Diphtheria  ... 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

1 

1 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

2 

2 

S. 

0.  Other  infer.tive  and  parasitir  disea«;e« 

1 

1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

11 

15 

26 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

10 

1 

11 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

9 

9 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

5 

5 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo- 

plasms 

35 

21 

56 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukacmia 

4 

1 

5 

16.  Diabetes 

4 

4 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

56 

70 

126 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

66 

20 

86 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1.3 

10 

23 

20.  Other  heart  disease  ... 

80 

109 

189 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

6 

9 

15 

22.  Influenza 

26 

27 

53 

23.  Pneumonia 

9 

14 

23 

24.  Bronchitis  ... 

51 

29 

80 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

17 

2 

19 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

4 

4 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

2 

2 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

6 

10 

16 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

4 

4 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

*> 

9 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

7 

9 

16 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

48 

61 

109 

.3.3.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

1 

34.  All  other  accidents 

16 

8 

24 

.35.  Suicide 

2 

2 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

Total 

483 

446 

929 

13 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER  NOTIFIABLE 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  1951,  812  cases  of  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  were  notified  to  the  Health  Department,  as  compared 
with  1,195  cases  in  1950,  and  496  in  1949.  This  shows  a reduction 
of  989  on  the  previous  year. 

It  was  gratifying  to  note  that  only  one  mild  case  of  Polio 
Encephalitis  occurred  in  1951  as  compared  with  91  cases  of 
Poliomyelitis  (Infantile  Paralysis)  in  1950.  The  outbreaks  of 
this  disease  seem  to  be  more  frequent  of  recent  years,  and  as 
the  cause  and  mode  of  spread  are  at  present  in  doubt  it  is  difficult 
to  take  adequate  precautionary  measures. 

Table  7 shows  the  incidence  of  these  diseases  from  various 
parishes. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

41  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year, 
as  compared  with  92  in  19.50.  The  highest  number  occurred 
in  Bersham  where  there  were  12,  but  the  remainder  were  more 
or  less  uniformly  spread  over  the  district.  98  of  the  cases  were 
under  the  age  of  14  years. 

POLIO  ENCEPHALITIS  AND  POLIOMYELITIS. 

Only  one  mild  case  of  Polio  Encephalitis  was  notified  while 
no  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  occurred  during  the  year. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

114  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  notified  as  compared 
with  165  in  1950.  Rhos  and  Cefn  were  the  parishes  most  severely 
affected.  All  the  cases  were  under  the  age  of  9 years. 

MEASLES. 

479  cases  of  Measles  were  notified  as  compared  with  791 
in  1950.  Broughton,  Gresford,  Gwersyllt  and  Elay  were  the 
parishes  most  severely  affected.  Only  20  of  the  cases  were  over 
9 years  of  age. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

Only  6 cases  of  Erysipelas  were  notified  in  1951  as  compared 
with  20  cases  in  19.50.  All  were  over  25  years  of  age. 

DYSENTERY. 

2 cases  of  Dysentery  were  notified.  Both  were  under 
12  months  old  and  were  treated  in  Hospital. 
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PUERPERAL  PYREXIA. 

2 cases  were  notified  duriiii^  the  year  as  compared  with 
1 in  1950. 


PNEUMONIA. 

72  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  notified  during  the  year  as 
compared  with  55  cases  in  1950.  Of  these,  19  were  under  14 
years  of  age,  while  53  were  over  14.  The  majority  of  the  cases 
occurred  in  the  industrial  areas  of  Broughton,  Brymbo,  Cefn 
and  Gwersyllt. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

71  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year, 
G6  being  Pulmonary  and  5 Non-Pulmonary.  This  compares 
with  73  in  1950.  52  were  over  25  years  of  age  ; 9 were  between 

15  and  24  ; while  5 were  children.  Of  the  5 Non-Pulmonary 
cases,  4 were  between  10  and  14  years  and  one  over  25. 

There  were  10  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  as 
compared  with  22  in  1950.  The  number  of  deaths  from  Non- 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  2 as  compared  with  3 in  1950. 
The  cause  of  death  in  these  two  cases  was  T.B.  Meningitis. 

FOOD  POISONING. 

During  the  year  19  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  notified; 
10  cases  occurred  in  Bersham,  6 cases  in  Broughton,  1 in  Gwersyllt 
and  2 in  Minera.  In  most  of  these  cases  notification  was  received 
after  the  patients  had  recovered,  so  that  no  specimens  were  avail- 
able for  examination,  and  consequently,  the  cause  of  the  outbreaks 
was  not  elucidated.  All  the  cases  were  mild  and  no  deaths 
occurred. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  COUNCIL  HOUSES. 

It  is  interesting  to  compare  the  incidence  of  infectious 
diseases  in  Council  Houses  with  that  of  other  types  of  houses. 

Table  3 shows  that  232  cases  were  notified  from  Council 
Houses  out  of  a total  of  812  in  the  Rural  District,  leaving  a 
figure  of  580  notified  from  other  types  of  houses. 

22  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  from 
Council  Houses  and  2 Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 
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INCIDENCE  OF  ALL  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  ACCORDING  TO  PARISHES. 
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TABLE  8 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


Diseases 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases  ad- 
mitted to 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

41 

35 

Whooping  Cough 

114 

5 

1 

Measles 

479 

7 

Erysipelas 

G 

C.S.M. 

5 

5 

Food  Poisoning 

19 

Polio  Encephalitis  (Mild) 

1 

1 

Dysentery 

2 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

Pneumonia 

72 

1 

23 

Tuberculosis  (Pul.) 

GG 

10 

Tuberculosis  (Non-Pul.) 

5 

2 

Total 

812 

5G 

36 

TABLE  9 

INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  ACCORDING 

TO  AGE. 


Diseases 

Un- 

der 

1 

year 

1 

to 

2 

3 
to 

4 

5 

to 

9 

10 

to 

14 

15 

to 

24 

25-h 

Age 

un- 

known 

Tot. 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

11 

14 

9 

2 

1 

41 

Whooping  Cough  ... 
Measles 

C.S.M.  

13 

31 

48 

22 

114 

19 

1 

121 

9 

177 

1 

142 

10 

3 

1 

G 

1 

479 

5 

Erysipelas  ... 

Polio  Encephalitis 

(Mild)  

Dysentery  ... 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 
Food  Poisoning 
Pneumonia  ... 

G 

G 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

9 

9 

9 

2 

3 

3 

1 

(3 

19 

3 

G 

7 

1 

9 

4 

49 

72 

Tuberculosis — • 
Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis — • 
Non-Pulm. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

9 

52 

GO 

4 

1 

5 

Total... 

41 

1G7 

247 

183 

29 

20 

117 

8 

812 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  COUNCIL  HOUSES. 
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WHOOPING  COUGH  AND  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

Immunisation  against  these  diseases  is  carried  out  at  the 
Clinics  and  schools  by  the  staff  of  the  County  Health  Department. 

Immunisation  against  Diplitheria  has  been  carried  out  since 
1034,  but  this  year  a beginning  was  made  to  immunise  children 
against  Whooping  Cough.  Some  cliildren  receive  the  combined 
injection  which  immunises  against  both  diseases  or  they  can  be 
immunised  against  one  or  other  disease  separately.  The  number 
immunised  in  each  case  is  given  in  the  following  table. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Primary  Doses. 

Under  .5  5 — 15  Total 

542  89  631 

Re-inforcings. 

Under  5.  5 — 15 

42  786  828 

Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation  (Combined). 

0 — 5 yrs.  86. 

Whooping  Cough  Immunisation. 

0 — 5 yrs.  21 


VACCINATION. 


Vaccination  is  no  longer  compulsory  under  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  and  for  a time  the  numbers  fell  for  this 
reason,  and  owing  to  the  fact  that  there  was  no  longer  a Public 
Vaccinator. 

Vaccinations  are  now  performed  by  the  General  Practitioners 
or  by  the  staff  of  the  County  Health  Department  at  the  clinics. 

The  numbers  have  risen  a little  this  year,  but  there  is  room 
for  much  improvement,  for  if  Smallpox  occurred,  most  of  the 
population  in  this  area  would  be  found  to  be  unprotected. 

The  numbers  vaccinated  during  the  year  are  given  in  the 
following  table. 


Vaccinations  against  Smallpox. 

Primary  Vaccinations. 
Age  Group.  No. 

0—1 
1—4 
5—14 

15  and  over 


Vaccinated. 

Ill 

12 

F“ 

4 

15 


Re-  Vaccinations. 
Age  Group. 

0—1 


1—4 

.5—14 

15  and  over 


No.  Vaccinated. 

1 

4 

45 
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TABLE  11. 


TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFICATIONS  AND  TOTAL  DEATHS 
FROM  TUBERCULOSIS  ACCORDING  TO  AGE. 


Age  Groups 

NEW 

CASES 

Tol. 

TOTAL  DEATHS 

Tot. 

Pulni. 

N-Pithu. 

Puhn. 

N-Pii/m. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 year 

1 

1 

1 — 4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

5 — 9 

1 

1 

1 

1 

10—14 

1 

4 

5 

15—19 

1 

2 

3 

20^ — 24 

3 

3 

0 

1 

1 

25 — 34 

5 

13 

18 

35 — ^44 

6 

3 

1 

10 

1 

3 

4 

45 — 54 

5 

5 

10 

55 — 64 

7 

1 

8 

4 

4 

05  and  over 

4 

3 

7 

1 

1 

Age  unknown  ... 

Total 

33 

33 

4 

1 

71 

5 

5 

1 

12 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  is  situated  in  the  Wrexham  Borough, 
and  is  under  the  control  of  the  Welsh  Regional  Hospital  Board, 
who  also  supplies  the  staff. 

Applications  for  beds  have  now  to  be  made  through  the 
Bed  Bureau  of  the  E.  M.  S.  Hospital. 

During  the  year  56  of  the  Rural  District  cases  were  admitted 
to  the  Hospital. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948.  Section  47. 

Now  that  the  population  of  this  country  shows  an  ever 
increasing  number  of  old  people,  many  of  whom  live  alone  and 
have  no  one  to  care  for  them,  cases  are  frequently  reported  to 
the  Health  Department  as  being  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

These  aged  persons  are  exposed  to  dangers  of  neglect, 
sudden  illness,  accidents  and  fire,  and  may  have  no  one  at  hand 
to  aid  them  when  they  most  need  it. 

Many  are  reluctant  to  leave  their  own  homes  and  it  is 
only  when  they  are  quite  incapable  of  caring  for  themselves  or 
have  no  relatives  or  friends  willing  to  care  for  them  that  the 
Council  can  use  powers  under  this  Act  to  move  such  persons  to  a 
home  or  hospital  as  the  case  requires. 
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During  1951  it  was  found  necessary  to  make  application 
for  the  removal  of  2 persons  to  homes  for  the  aged  and  one  to 
hospital  under  the  powers  conferred  by  this  Act.  Two  were 
females  and  one  a male.  Two  were  living  alone  in  neglected 
and  insanitary  conditions  wliile  one  was  seriously  ill  with  heart 
trouble  and  was  removed  to  hospital. 


HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 


(1)  GENERAL. 

(a)  Wrexham  and  East  Denbighshire  War  Memorial 

Hospital 

(b)  Croesnewydd  Hospital 

(c)  E.M.S.  Hospital 

(2)  MATERNITY  CASES. 

Trevalyn  Manor  Maternity  Hospital 

(.3)  ORTHOPAEDIC. 

Robert  Jones  and  Agnes  Hunt  Orthopaedic 
Hospital,  Gobowen. 


136  beds. 
171  beds. 
S.'iO  beds. 


40  beds. 


CLINICS. 

(1)  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CLINICS. 

These  are  established  in  the  following  areas — -Rhos,  Llay,  Southsea, 
Brymbo,  Rhostyllen,  Gwersyllt,  Coedpoeth,  Broughton, 
Cefn,  Rossett  and  Gresford. 

(2)  SCHOOL  CLINICS. 

The  eleven  child  welfare  clinics  in  the  above  areas  are  used  as 
minor  ailments  clinics. 

(3)  ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINICS. 

The  Diagnosis  and  after-care  treatment  of  orthopaedic  cases  is 
carried  out  at  the  War  Memorial  Hospital,  Wrexham,  supple- 
mented by  institutional  treatment  at  the  Orthopaedic 
Hospital,  Gobowen.  Clinics  are  also  held  at  Rhos  and  Cefn. 

(4)  VENEREAL  DISEASES  CLINIC. 

The  only  V.D.  Clinic  in  the  County  is  established  in  Wrexham 
(Out-patient  department,  Wrexham  War  Memorial  Hospital) 
which  is  now  controlled  by  the  Welsh  Regional  Board. 


NURSING  SERVICES. 

(1)  GENERAL  AND  MIDWIFERY. 

District  Nurse  Midwives  and  District  Nurses  for  the  home  visiting 
of  the  sick  and  for  Maternity  cases  are  provided  in  the  following 


areas — 

Brymbo  ...  2 

Broughton  ...  2 

Bwlchgwyn  ...  1 

Cefn  ...  2 

Gresford  ...  1 

Holt  ...  1 


Gwersyllt  ...  2 

Llay  ...  ...  2 

Overton  ...  1 

Rhos  ...  ...  3 

Rhostyllen  ...  1 

Ruabon  ...  ...  1 

Trevor  ...  ...  1 


(2)  HEALTH  VISITORS. 

There  are  six  health  visitors  (who  are  also  school  nurses)  employed 
in  the  rural  district  on  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and 
School  Medical  work.  They  are  under  the  control  of  the 
Denbighshire  County  Council. 
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RAINFALL. 

We  have  been  supplied  with  the  following  rainfall  figures 
taken  at  Packsaddle  by  the  Wrexham  and  East  Denbighshire 
Water  Company,  and  I wish  to  express  appreciation  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  Company  supplies  us  with  this  information. 

1951. 


January 

2.54  inche.s 

Mav 

3.38  inches 

Sept. 

2.07  inches 

Feb. 

.3.50  inches 

June 

1.05  inche.s 

October 

1.20  inches 

March 

5.00  inches 

July 

1.00  inches 

Nov. 

0.8()  inches 

April 

2.02  inches 

August 

2.01  inches 

December 

5.10  inches 

HOUSING. 

As  I have  mentioned  in  my  introduction,  housing  presents 
a problem  which  seems  to  be  always  with  us  no  matter  what 
efforts  are  made  to  solve  it.  Although  houses  are  continually 
being  built,  the  number  of  persons  on  the  waiting  list  appears 
to  grow  no  less.  When  houses  are  ready  for  letting  there  may 
be  as  many  as  40  applicants  for  one  house,  and  the  Housing 
Committees  need  the  wisdom  of  Solomon  to  make  their  allocation 

It  has  been  the  rule  of  this  Council  to  give  Tuberculosis 
cases  priority  and  many  of  these  cases  have  already  been  re- 
housed. It  is  the  custom  of  the  Chest  Physician  to  inform  me 
by  letter  of  all  such  cases  where  overcrowding  or  other  unhealthy 
conditions  are  found  and  every  effort  is  made  to  provide  for 
them. 

Apart  from  the  problem  of  building  new  houses  is  the 
equally  urgent  one  of  maintaining  existing  houses  in  a fit  state 
for  human  habitation.  For  about  13  years  since  1939,  it  has 
been  almost  impossible  for  owners  to  do  much  to  their  property 
owing  to  various  restrictions,  so  that  it  has  now  become  almost 
an  uneconomical  proposition,  with  the  rents  at  present  level. 

If  these  restrictions  are  to  remain,  the  only  way  to  halt 
the  process  of  disintegration  is  for  some  concessions  to  be  made 
to  the  owners  towards  repairs. 

Very  little  progress  was  made  with  the  demolition  of 
condemned  houses  as  it  was  only  possible  to  demolish  35  during 
the  year.  These  were  situated  in  the  following  parishes — Bersham 
0 ; Cefn  26  ; and  Rhos  3. 

It  was  reported  in  1950  that  there  are  3,000  houses  in  the 
district  which  are  unfit  for  human  habitation,  so  that  when 
conditions  allow,  there  is  much  that  needs  to  be  done  in  this 
respect. 
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TABLE  12 


HOUSES  ERECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1951. 


Private 

Council 

Total 

Council 

Houses 

Houses 

Number 

Houses 

Parish 

Erected 

Completed 

of  Council 

in  couvse 

in  1951 

in  1951 

Houses 

of  erection 

Abenbury 

2 

4 

124 

6 

Allington 

Bersham 

Biestnn 

2 

24 

194 

24 

Broughton 

2 

424 

48 

Brymbo 

1 

38 

267 

1 

Burton 

10 

Cefn 

1 

50 

500 

53 

Krbi.stor.k 

1 

18 

Krrlrlig 

Esclusham  Bl'Iow 

2 

12 

264 

4 

Gresford 

3 

68 

18 

Gwersyllt 

4 

8 

640 

50 

Holt 

Isycoed 

1 

54 

8 

1 

36 

70 

Llangollen  Rural 

Llantysilio 

ITl 

26 

Llay 

Marchwiel 

20 

46 

14 

\Tinera 

1 

58 

Penycae 

132 

Rhos 

1 

14 

726 

62 

Ruabon 

7 

6 

210 

18 

Sesswick 

4 

6 

Total  ... 

31 

172 

4057 

400 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 

Under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Act,  1949, 
this  work  has  been  taken  over  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1951. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 

THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annu.^l  Report  on  the 
work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Department.  The  details 
contained  in  the  Report  cover  all  the  statutory  duties  carried 
out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

The  restrictions  experienced  in  some  aspects  of  the  work, 
due  to  present  abnormal  conditions,  tend  to  produce  a sense  of 
frustration.  Looking  retrospectively  over  the  past  thirty  years, 
we  are,  however,  encouraged  to  press  forward  by  the  progress 
made  in  the  realm  of  environmental  hygiene. 

I would  desire  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  and  to  the  clerical  staff  for  their  loyalty,  to  the 
Council’s  Engineer,  Mr.  D.  E.  Edwards,  M.B.E.,  for  his  ready 
co-operation  and  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  Mr.  Trevor  L. 
Williams,  for  his  advice  and  assistance. 

Finally,  I would  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Health  Committee  for  their  courtesy  and  consideration  at  all 
times. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

U.  THOMAS, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 

The  following  Table  gives  a detailed  list  of  the  actual  work 
done  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  the  Rural  District  during 
the  year. 


TABLE  13. 


HOUSING. 

DWELLINGS.  Number 

No.  of  houses  re-roofed  ...  ...  ...  ...  102 

No.  of  houses  repaired — roofs,  walls,  etc.  ...  ...  143 

No.  of  houses  otherwi.se  treated  to  prevent  dampness  ...  145 

No.  of  houses  in  which  defective  floors  were  removed  ...  03 

No.  of  houses  provided  with  new  pavements  in  back  yards  ...  24 

No.  of  houses  in  which  old  pavements  were  repaired  ...  14 

No.  of  food  stores  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

No.  of  new  kitchen  grates  and  washing  boilers  provided  ...  126 


DRAINAGE. 

No.  of  new  cesspools  constructed  ...  ...  

No.  of  new  septic  tanks  constructed  ...  ...  ...  12 

No.  of  kitchen  sinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  101 

No.  of  new  drains  laid  to  old  premises  ...  ...  ...  105 

No.  of  drains  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  93 


No.  of  house  drains  disconnected  from  road  drains 


SANITARY  CONVENIENCES. 

No.  of  new  water  closets  provided  ...  ...  ...  144 

No.  of  old  water  closets  furnished  with  flushing  cisterns  ...  36 

No.  of  old  water  closets  repaired  ...  ...  ...  32 

No.  of  privies  converted  into  water  closets  ...  ...  12 

No.  of  new  earth  closets  and  privies  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  privies  repaired  ...  ...  ...  

No.  of  portable  ashbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  437 

No.  of  urinals  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

No.  of  old  premises  supplied 
No.  of  service  pipes  repaired 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

No.  of  workshops  repaired 

No.  of  workshops  cleansed  on  notice 

No.  of  new  sanitary  conveniences  provided  or  improved 

No.  of  visits  and  inspections 

No.  of  visits  to  bakehouses 


27 

40 


1 

1 

4 

221 

105 


MILK  REGULATIONS,  1949. 

No.  of  samples  taken  ... 


57 


Abatement  of  Overcrowding 


35 
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FOOD  PREMISES. 

No.  of  visits  ... 


187 

248 

1() 

44 

14 


No.  of  Pigs  inspected  ... 


No.  of  Ice  Cream  samples  taken 
No.  of  visits  ... 


No.  of  baths  provided 


No.  of  visits  re  Council  House  Applicants 


2011 


No.  of  Visits  Knackers  Yards  ... 


40 


CLERICAL  WORK. 

No.  of  Intimatory  Notcies  issued 

No.  of  Intimatory  Notices  complied  with 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  issued 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with 

Total  number  of  visits  and  inspections 


!!  107 

..  11,505 


000 

580 

240 


HOUSING. 

In  spite  of  the  Council’s  achievement  with  the  erection  of 
houses,  the  demand  is  still  as  great  as  ever.  It  is  impracticable 
for  the  Council  to  provide  new  houses  for  all  families,  however 
anxious  it  may  be  to  do  so,  so  that  existing  houses  must  supple- 
ment the  new  houses  and  be  used  to  the  best  possible  advantage 
for  those  whose  need  is  greatest. 

The  provision  of  new  houses  must  be  linked  up  with  the 
re-conditioning  of  the  old.  In  the  post  war  period,  the  re-con- 
ditioning and  repair  of  existing  houses  has  been  retarded  by  the 
scarcity  of  material  and  labour,  but  it  would  appear  that  the 
present  uneconomic  standard  of  rents  and  the  high  cost  of  repairs 
are  responsible  for  impeding  the  repair  of  houses  voluntarily 
by  property  owners. 

During  the  year  Nos.  1 — 52  New  Hall  View  and  I — 12 
Beech  Terrace,  Ruabon,  were  thoroughly  overhauled.  This 
property  has  been  under  consideration  by  the  Council  since  1936, 
and  in  1939  tenders  were  received  and  accepted  for  carrying 
out  the  necessary  work  at  a cost  of  £2,000.  The  work  was  not 
proceeded  with  until  1950  when  the  cost  incurred  in  making 
the  houses  reasonably  fit  for  occupation  was  approximately 
£8,000. 

The  maintaining  of  property  in  a reasonable  state  will  present 
a serious  problem  to  Local  Authorities  in  the  near  future,  and  it 
may  become  necessary  for  the  Council,  in  many  instances,  to 
carry  out  repairs  under  Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  in 
default  of  the  owner. 

There  is,  however,  a large  number  of  houses  in  the  area 
which  are  so  dilapidated  that  the  only  satisfactory  way  of  dealing 
with  them  is  by  demolition,  but  it  is  desirable  that  efforts  should 
be  made  to  prevent  old  property  falling  into  such  a state  of 
disrepair  and  decay  that  they  will  become  uninhabitable  and 
the  cost  of  restoration  unreasonable. 
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It  is  becoming  apparent  that  many  owners,  through  economic 
circumstances,  fail  to  repair  their  property.  In  such  cases,  the 
Council  should  consider  their  acquisition,  in  order  to  repair  and 
obtain  control  of  the  property,  which  could  be  utilizecl  for  re- 
housing tenants,  who  for  various  reasons,  could  not  be  accom- 
modated in  new  Council  Houses. 

During  the  year  143  houses  were  completely  overhauled 
under  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

Overcrowding. 

In  35  cases,  overcrowding  was  abated. 

Licences. 

41  licences  amounting  to  £10,189  were  issued  for  repairing 
and  improving  property,  where  the  cost  of  the  work  exceeded 
£100. 

Council  House  Applicants. 

2611  visits  were  paid  during  the  year  to  applicants  for 
Council  Houses. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  Council  constructed  a new  sewer  during  the  year  in 
the  village  of  Plasbennion.  The  provision  of  a sewerage  scheme 
for  this  area  has  met  a long  felt  want  and  the  drainage  of  all 
the  properties  have  been  connected  to  the  sewer  and  the  insanitary 
privies  and  ashpits  have  been  converted  into  Water  Closets. 

The  construction  of  a sewer  in  the  Parish  of  Marchwiel 
was  commenced  during  the  year. 

In  those  areas  where  the  sewer  is  provided,  all  the  earth 
closets  have  been  substituted  by  water  closets,  excepting  in 
those  cases  where  the  property  is  so  dilapidated  and  earmarked 
for  demolition  that  to  ask  the  owner  to  provide  new  sanitary 
conveniences  would  be  unjustifiable. 

The  number  of  new  Water  Closets  provided  during  the  year 
was  144  and  68  Water  Closets  have  been  repaired. 

In  view  of  the  high  cost  of  providing  new  sanitary  con- 
veniences, property  owners  are  to  be  complimented  on  the  way 
they  have  taken  advantage  of  the  drainage  facilities  provided. 

SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

It  may  be  true  to  say  that  greater  progress  has  been  made 
in  the  methods  of  storing  and  handling  of  food  during  recent 
years  than  in  any  other  phase  of  environmental  hygiene.  The 
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increase  in  the  number  of  Food  Poisoning  cases  occuring  in  the 
country  during  the  post  war  years  has  pressed  home  to  most 
food  handlers  their  responsibility  and  the  greater  care  now 
exercised  by  them  has  become  very  apparent. 

There  are  still,  however,  a number  who  fail  to  appreciate 
the  importance  of  clean  methods  when  dealing  with  food,  but 
generally,  most  premises  are  conducted  satisfactorily,  and  the 
Clean  Food  Bye  Laws  observed  in  all  details. 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 

As  in  former  years,  meat  supplied  in  the  Council’s  area  is 
slaughtered  and  inspected  at  the  Wrexham  Public  Abattoir. 

4 Private  slaughter  houses  have  been  licensed  during  the 
year,  for  the  purpose  of  slaughtering  cottagers’  pigs  under  licences 
issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Food.  During  the  year  248  pigs  were 
slaughtered  and  on  examination  all  were  found  to  be  fit  for 
human  consumption. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  articles  of  food  which  have 
been  inspected  at  the  various  shops,  and  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  consumption. 


TABLE  14 


Meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  357  tins. 

Boiled  Ham  (7  cwts.  3 qrs.  4 lbs.  9^  ozs.)  ...  99  tins. 

Paste  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  74  tins. 

Butter  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  75J  lbs. 

Cheese  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  162  pkts. 

16i  lbs. 

Bacon  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25  lbs. 

Sugar  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 cwts. 

Tomatoes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  497  tins. 

Tomato  Juice  ...  ...  ...  ...  53  tins. 

Beans  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  112  tins. 

Peas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  104  tins. 

Carrots  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 tins. 

Beetroot  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25  tins. 

Eggs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  166 

Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  457  tins. 

Fruit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  285  tins. 

Dried  Fruit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  132  lbs. 

. Fresh  Fruit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40  lbs. 

Apple  Puree  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 tins. 

Syrup  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 tins. 

Marcaroni  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37  lbs. 

Cake  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24  lbs. 

Fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  105  tins. 

21  lbs. 

Fish  Cakes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  108 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Cliiel'  Inspector  of  tlie  Food  and  Drugs 
Authority  for  the  following  report  on  the  number  of  samples 
taken  during  the  year,  within  the  Council’s  area. 


TABLE  15. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

Samples  taken  in  the  Wrexham  Rural  District  for  the  year  1951. 


Article 

Number 

Taken 

Genuine 

Not 

genuine 
or  sub- 
standard 

Milk 

101 

70 

25 

Butter 

1 

1 

Sugar 

1 

1 

Jam 

4 

4 

Tinned  Vegetables  ... 

1 

1 

Sausages 

2 

2 

Cake  Flour  Mixture 

2 

2 

Tinned  Fish 

2 

2 

Cakes 

1 

1 

Meat  Paste 

1 

1 

Fish  Paste 

1 

1 

Pepper 

1 

1 

Mustard 

1 

1 

Salad  Cream 

1 

1 

Sweets 

2 

2 

Condensed  Milk 

4 

4 

Ice  Cream 

2 

2 

Port  Wine 

2 

2 

Whiskey 

1 

1 

Beer 

3 

3 

Soft  Drinks 

1 

1 

Saccharin  ... 

2 

2 

Aspirin 

1 

1 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

1 

1 

Total 

139 

114 

25 

As  will  be  observed  from  the  above  Table,  25  retail  samples 
of  milk  were  certified  by  the  Public  Analyst  as  being  “Not  Genuine 
or  Sub-standard.”  In  23  of  these  samples  the  deficiency  in  fat 
or  in  solids-not-fat  was  too  slight  to  justify  any  further  action 
apart  from  tendering  advice  or  administrating  a caution  ; whilst 
in  2 instances  the  vendors  were  exonerated  by  the  “Appeal  to 
Cow”  samples  which  followed. 

All  other  samples  were  certified  by  the  Public  Analyst  to 
be  genuine  and  free  from  all  prohibited  preservatives  and  colouring 
matter. 
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ICE  CREAM. 

There  are  l.‘J7  persons  registered  to  store  and  retail  Ice 
Cream,  17  having  been  registered  during  the  year,  and  one  having 
discontinued.  Of  this  number  only  3 are  manufacturers,  one 
using  a ‘cold-mix,’  the  other  two  having  adopted  the  ‘heat  treat- 
ment process.’  The  remainder  purchase  the  commodity  wholesale 
from  other  manufacturers,  much  of  it  being  prepacked. 

16  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination,  of  which  one  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

FOOD  PREPARATION  ROOMS. 

74  premises  are  registered  for  the  storage  and  preparation 
of  foodstuffs.  187  visits  were  paid  to  these  premises.  The 
.standard  of  cleanliness  and  management  is  well  maintained. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

The  number  of  bakehouses  registered  in  the  area  is  36, 
being  3 less  than  in  the  previous  year.  105  visits  have  been 
paid  to  the  premises. 

FISH  AND  CHIP  SHOPS. 

84  premises,  where  the  trade  of  fish  fyring  is  carried  out, 
are  registered.  The  premises  have  been  inspected  and  found  to 
be  in  a clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 

MILK  REGULATIONS,  1949. 

51  premises  are  registered  by  the  Council  under  the  above 
Regulations,  and  9 Supplementary  Licences  have  been  issued  to 
Milk  Retailers  operating  within  the  area. 

56  samples  of  designated  milk  and  one  sample  of  undesig- 
nated milk  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 
46  of  the  samples  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  and  11  samples 
of  pasteurised  milk  failed  to  comply  with  the  standard  laid  down 
in  the  regulations. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

No  change  has  occurred  in  the  methods  or  in  the  area  to 
which  this  service  applies.  Refuse  was  removed  from  17,500 
houses  during  the  year,  which  produced  11,408  loads,  approxim- 
ating 28,520  tons.  The  mileage  covered  during  the  year  was 
65,396  and  the  cost  amounted  to  £21,852  10s.  2d.  Efforts  have 
been  made  to  maintain  a weekly  service  in  all  areas,  but  this  is 
difficult  to  maintain,  particularly  in  the  early  part  of  the  year, 
when  a large  number  of  working  days  is  lost  through  illness. 
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During  the  year,  935  days  were  lost,  an  increase  of  272  days  on 
the  previous  year,  23  men  being  off  duty  during  January  for  an 
average  period  of  14  days. 

The  delivery  of  one  new  vehicle,  a Karrier  C.K.3,  10  cubic 
yard,  was  accepted  in  February,  1951,  and  is  operating  in  the 
Parish  of  Brymbo.  Two  uncovered  vehicles  are  still  being  used, 
and  these,  due  to  their  age  and  condition,  should  be  replaced 
as  early  as  possible. 

During  the  year,  a large  number  of  old  ashpits  have  been 
replaced  by  ashbins,  but  a few  still  remain  in  areas  where  it  is 
impracticable  to  dispense  with  them. 

The  method  of  collection  has  always  received  considerable 
attention  and  since  the  work  has  been  carried  out  by  direct 
labour,  much  improvement  has  been  effected. 

Some  consideration  has  been  given  to  disposal  of  refuse 
by  controlled  tipping  but  on  account  of  expense,  this  has  not 
been  adopted. 

The  Pests  Infestation  Laboratory,  Slough,  during  recent 
years,  has  carried  out  investigations  into  the  control  of  blow- 
flies infesting  slaughter  houses,  dust  bins  and  refuse  tips.  It 
has  been  established  that  amongst  the  most  important  pathogenic 
organisms  which  may  be  spread  by  blow-flies  are  the  virus  of 
Poliomyelitis  and  the  bacilli  which  causes  Dysentery,  Tuberculosis 
and  Anthrax.  The  domestic  refuse  bins  are  commonly  supposed 
to  be  a common  breeding  place  for  house  flies,  but  it  is  found 
that  the  blow-flies  are  by  far  the  most  commonly  occuring  insects 
breeding  in  such  places. 

The  investigations  have  shown  that  these  flies  multiply 
very  rapidly  and  that  in  an  area  covering  about  15,000  square 
feet  of  ground,  it  was  estimated  that  the  number  of  larvae  found 
was  25,000,000.  In  view  of  the  danger  to  health  caused  by,  and 
the  long  distance  that  these  flies  can  travel  from  a manure  heap 
and  refuse  tips,  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  all  possible 
sources  of  contamination  should  be  eliminated. 

The  present  methods  of  disposal  are  unsightly,  and  as  a 
breeding  place  for  flies  and  vermin,  can  be  a source  of  danger 
to  public  health. 

The  disposal  of  refuse  by  controlled  tipping  is  now  accepted 
as  a scientific  system  just  as  effective  but  more  economical  than 
the  mechanical  methods  of  disposal,  but  the  system  must  be 
carried  out  thoroughly,  and  in  accordance  with  the  instructions 
laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Healtlr.  This  would  necessitate 
additional  labour  resulting  in  extra  costs,  but  it  would  be  a sound 
investment  and  would  be  a considerable  contribution  to  the 
improvement  of  environmental  hygiene. 


31 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

There  are  141  factories  in  the  area  and  the  following  table 
gives  details  of  the  various  activities  carried  on. 

TABLE  16. 

Factory.  No.  Reoistered. 

Bacon  Factory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Blacksmiths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Boot  Repairers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Bottling  Works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Brickworks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Chemical  Works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Coach  Builders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cotton,  Weaving  and  Spinning  ...  ...  ...  .3 

Cycle  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dressmaking  and  Tailoring  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Electrical  Equipment  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Garages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Gas  Works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Grass  Drying  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Iron,  Steel  and  Metal  Manufacturers  ...  ...  ...  7 

Joiners  (Upholstery  and  Undertaking,  Builders’  Shops, 

etc.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Laundries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Millers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Paint  Manufacturers  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Printers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Salvage  Dep6t  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sawmills  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Stonemasons  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Tiled  Fire  Places  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


141 


The  sanitary  conveniences  were  improved  in  4 factories  ; 
one  factory  was  repaired  and  one  cleansed  on  notice.  221  visits 
were  paid  during  the  year. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Wrexham  Rural  District  is  supplied  with  water  by 
four  Companies  nameljc  Brymbo,  Cefn,  Ruabon  and  Wrexham 
and  East  Denbighshire  Water  Companies.  The  water  supplies 
for  Vron  and  Garth  are  controlled  by  the  Council. 

During  the  year,  the  Council  provided  water  schemes  for 
two  further  areas,  namely.  Sun  Bank,  Trevor,  and  Pentredwr, 
Llangollen.  These  areas  are  now  served  by  standpipes  which 
provide  a constant  water  supply  within  a reasonable  distance 
of  the  houses. 
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A joint  scheme  for  providing  a water  supply  for  Wern  and 
Aberoer  in  the  parish  of  Esclusham  Above,  was  completed  by 
the  Wrexham  and  East  Denbighshire  Water  Company  and 
Brymbo  Water  Company. 

When  the  proposed  water  scheme  for  Llantysilio  has 
materialized,  practically  the  whole  of  the  populous  districts  within 
the  Council’s  area  will  have  been  provided  with  a piped  suj)ply 
of  water. 

14  samples  from  private  water  supplies  were  submitted  for 
examination.  Many  of  these  were  found  to  be  unsuitable  for 
domestic  purposes,  and  where  possible,  the  owners  have  been 
advised  to  connect  to  the  water  companies’  mains,  or  where  this 
is  not  practicable,  to  instal  domestic  filters  on  the  service  pipe. 
Where  this  advice  has  been  followed,  considerable  improvement 
has  been  effected  in  the  quality  of  the  water. 
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TABLE  17.  WATER 
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TABLE  17.  WATER  S\i?VLY—{conlinned) 
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TABLE  17.  WATER  SUPPLY— (continued) 
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TABLE  17.  WATER  SUPPLY— (continued) 
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absent  in  ...  ...  50  c.c. 


TABLE  17.  WATER  SUPPLY— (continued) 
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TABLE  17.  WATER  SUPPLY— (continued) 
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TABLE  17.  WATER  SUPPLY— (continued) 
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Conkey  test)  absent  in  ...  100  c.c. 

Clostridium  Welchii 
(absent  in)  ...  ...  oO  c.c. 


TABLE  17.  WATER  SUPPLY— (continued) 
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TABLE  17.  WATER  SUPPLY— (continued) 
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Clostridium  Welchii 
(absent  in)  ...  ...  .50  c.c. 


TABLE  17.  WATER  SUPPLY -(continued) 


43 


TABLE  17.  WATER  SUPPLY— (continued) 


44 


TABLE  17,  WATER  SUPPLY— (continued) 
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Conkej'  test)  absent  in 


TABLE  17.  WATER  SUPPLY— (continued) 
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Conkey  test)  absent  in  ...  10(»  c.c. 


TABLE  17.  WATER  SUPPLY— (continued) 
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TABLE  17.  WATER  SUPPLY— (continued) 
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TABLE  18. 


SAMPLES  TAKEN  FOR  CHEMICAL  ANALYSES. 

Sample  No.  1.  5.3  Heol  Kenyon,  Johnstown  (Ruabon  Water  Company), 

Sample  No.  2.  House  Tap  from  Main  Public  Supply  (Cqfn  Water 

Company). 

Sample  No.  3.  Bryntirion  Farm,  Aclwy,  Coeclpoeth  (Brymbo  Water 

Company). 

Sample  No.  4.  1st  Avenue,  Llay  (Wrexham  Water  Company). 

Sample  No.  5.  6 Hafryn,  Garth  (Garth  Water  Supply). 

Sample  No.  0.  1 Council  House,  Vron  (Vron  Water  Supply). 


In  parts  per  1,000,000  of 
Water — 

No.  1 

No.  2 

No.  3 

No.  4 

No.  5 

No.  0 

Total  Solid  matter  in  solution 

180.0 

180.0 

60.0 

200.0 

320.0 

380.0 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 
N itrites 

0.25 

1.25 

0.25 

0.50 

0.38 

1.5 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 
Oxygen  absorbed  from  Per- 
manganate in  4 hours  at 

17.0 

17.0 

15.0 

16.0 

18.0 

19.0 

80°F  ... 

4.0 

0.72 

0.76 

1.48 

Nil 

0.73 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  ... 

0.02 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.20 

0.06 

0.06 

0.11 

0.002 

0.05 

Lead,  Copper,  Zinc 
Microscopical  Examination 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Zinc 

1.4 

parts 

Zinc 

0.8 

Nil 

of  the  Sediment 

Nil 

Trace 

Trace 

iron 

rust 

Nil 

Nil 

Trace 

sand 

Temporary  Hardness 

4.5.0 

100.0 

15.0 

65.0 

130.0 

170.0 

Permanent  Hardness 

20.0 

20.0 

10.0 

25.0 

20.0 

30.0 

pH.  Value 

Colour  (in  Hazen  Units) 

7.0 

30. 

7.6 

7.2 

7.1 

7.0 

7.8 

All  samples  were  satisfactory. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

Two  operators  are  engaged  full-time  on  this  work.  During 
the  year  the  following  treatments  have  been  carried  out — 


Manholes 

545 

Refuse  Tips 

89 

Sewage  Works 

78 

Domestic  Premises 

249 

Business  Premises 

47 

River  Banks 

5 

In  addition,  surveys  of  infested  areas  have  been  made  and 
where  considered  necessary  block  treatments  have  been  carried 
out. 
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BED  BUGS. 

During  the  year  11  complaints  were  received  of  infestation 
by  bed  bugs,  6 in  Council  Houses  and  5 in  privately  owned  houses. 
This  shows  a considerable  improvement  when  compared  with 
last  year’s  infestations.  (49  Council  Houses  and  22  privately 
owned  houses.)  Where  disinfestation  is  considererl  advisable, 
all  furniture  is  treated  before  the  occupation  of  a Council  House 
is  permitted. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  two  licenced  Knackers  Yards  in  the  district. 
46  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  which  were  always  found 
to  be  well  conducted. 

There  is  also  one  Marine  Store  in  the  area.  Many  complaints 
have  been  received  in  former  years  regarding  the  condition  of 
the  premises,  but  considerable  alterations  and  improvements 
have  been  carried  out,  which  should  make  it  possible  to  carry 
on  the  trade  without  giving  cause  for  complaints. 


RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951. 

Two  premises  have  been  registered  under  the  above  Act 
for  the  storage  and  use  of  rag  flock  in  the  manufacture  of  furniture, 
toys,  etc. 
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